 ‘CHECKOUT’ NETBALL’S OLYMPIC BID

As part of The Co-operative’s bid to get netball played at the Olympic Games, the largest community retailer in the UK is asking its customers and members, via an in store ‘chip and pin’ survey, to back the campaign and pledge their support.

The bid already has the support of Prime Minister, Gordon Brown - who has indicated his desire for netball to become a demonstration sport at the London 2012 Olympics -, former England football captain, Bryan Robson, rugby league stars, Robbie Paul and Jon Wilkin, and over 18,000 members of an official Facebook group.

For one week from this Sunday (3 August), visitors to any one of the 2,238 Co-operative food stores across the country will be given the opportunity to add their support to the campaign through a simple ‘chip and pin’ question: ‘We would like to see netball in the Olympics. Agree?’. 

This will be further supported by in-store till screen and radio advertisements. It is expected that thousands of people will pledge their support for the campaign via the in-store initiative. 
Netball is one of the biggest female dominated team sports in the world with over one million women and girls playing every week in the UK, and 20 million across 70 countries globally.

Despite this popularity netball is not classed as a participation sport in the Olympics, despite being regularly played at the Commonwealth Games.

Debbie Robinson, Director of Food Retail Marketing at The Co-operative, said: “The Co-operative is fully behind netball’s Olympic bid and wants to provide everyone with the opportunity to support the campaign whilst they are in The Co-operative Food stores.

“I’m confident that our customers will share our desire to have netball played at the Olympic Games.  Netball plays such a vital role within communities and in allowing so many females to participate in sport. .

“Netball being played at the Olympics will send out a message that it’s legitimate for women to play team sport at the highest level of all.”
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