BIZARRE SPORTS THAT HAVE BEEN DEMONSTRATED 
AT THE SUMMER OLYMPICS

With over 10,000 members of the sporting elite taking their place on the Olympic stage in Beijing across 28 sports, it still leaves many sports stars, who feel they should be taking part, left watching the action from the comfort of their homes.
One sport that has many in that situation is netball - which despite being played by 1 million women and girls a week in the UK, and by 20 million people in over 70 countries worldwide - is not a participation sport at the Olympic Games.
Although the Olympics like to cater for the masses, there are some sports that have been included over the years which people wouldn’t necessarily remember or recognise.

The Co-operative Group, which is backing a bid with England Netball, to have netball included in the Olympics as a participation sport, has compiled a tongue-in-cheek list of five of the most unusual sports to have been demonstrated at the Games since their modern inception in 1896.

1. La canne (demonstrated in 1924) - a form of French martial arts using a walking stick as a weapon. The sport developed in the 19th Century when French gentlemen found the stylish accessory was also a useful weapon. Bouts were held in a ring, similar to boxing, and competitors scored by striking their opponents on the calves, torso or head. 
2. Glima (demonstrated in 1912) – also known as Icelandic Folk Wrestling. Opponents squared up to one another in what can only be described as a waltz-like movement. Each wrestler wore a belt around their waist and took a firm grip of both the belt trousers of their adversary. To win, an opponent had to touch the ground with either their elbow or knee. Participants were encouraged to avoid eye contact with each other as it was considered indecorous to wrestle by sight rather than touch and feel.
3. Surf Lifesaving (demonstrated in 1900) - Unsurprisingly, this sport originated in Australia. A combination of various events including lifesaver relays, surfboard riding, mock rescues and paddling races on surf-skis.
4. Tug of War - was a team event at the Summer Olympics between 1900 and 1920. At the 1912 Games in a contest between Great Britain and Sweden, Sweden won the gold after several members of the British team became exhausted and sat on the ground, disqualifying them.
5. Rackets - A sport similar to squash, which originated as a popular pastime in prisons in 18th century London. Possibly Britain’s most successful Olympic sport ever. It featured at the 1908 London Games, where all seven competitors came from Great Britain ensuring that they took home every medal.
Debbie Robinson, The Co-operative Director of Food Retail Marketing, said: “Great Britain has had tremendous success at the Olympics so far, with female athletes leading the way with gold medals.

“Netball’s inclusion would have given Great Britain a great chance of winning a team gold medal in Beijing, with England currently at number three in the world behind Australia and New Zealand.
“In addition it would provide more sporting heroes and role models to young girls and women in the UK, and inspire and encourage them to continue to play sport after they have left school at a high level.
“There are many sports which are celebrated in the Olympics, and we feel that netball should be one of them.  
“Our research definitely highlighted a few questionable sports from years gone by, and we strongly feel that netball – which is recognised as being one of the most popular team sports played by women across the globe – should be given an opportunity on the greatest stage of all.”

The netball Olympic campaign has already been backed by amongst others, Prime Minister Gordon Brown, double Olympic gold medalist, Dame Kelly Holmes, former England football captain, Bryan Robson and rugby league stars, Robbie Paul and Jon Wilkin. 

People wishing to add their support to the campaign can log on to facebook and join the group “BID TO GET NETBALL IN THE 2012 OLYMPICS”, which currently has over 20,000 members.
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